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Preface

Yoruba Yémi is a new multi-media program designed to enliven classroom
activities. It promotes and enhances the learning of Yoruba by incorporating the
four language learning skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. It is the first
part of a two-part series, and the first edition.

Introduction: The introduction consists of Yoruba alphabets—vowels (oral and
nasal), and consonants, as well as a description and use of tones. A few Yoruba
titles, names and classroom expressions are also in the introduction.

Text: The book is comprised of twelve themed chapters each of which contains
four lessons organized around a cultural theme and associated grammatical
structures. Each chapter contains a vocabulary list from the texts. Some chapters
consist of cultural vignettes that provide abundance of additional elements of
culture that may or may not necessarily be included in the body of the text. The
texts are in the form of a dialogue, a monologue, or a comprehension passage
with exercises following. Each lesson within the chapters consists primarily of
skill-building interactive exercises and activities. Songs and proverbs enrich our
learning of the culture.

Appendix: The appendix consists of alphabets with phonetic and phonological
examples where necessary, tone practice, pronunciation exercises, and glossary.
Tongue twisters in the Appendix create a fun environment conducive to the
learning of tones.

Vocabulary: Students are provided with a comprehensive vocabulary list, which
consists of basic words and expressions found in the text. This comprehensive list
is found at the beginning of each chapter and serves as a base for the main text.

Glossary: This is a vocabulary list arranged in alphabetic order and found in the
appendix. This list is derived from texts in the chapters.

Cultural Vignettes: Cultural vignettes are designed to enhance the learning of
language through culture, and they follow certain lessons.

Audioscript: The audioscripts were performed by native speakers of Yoruba.
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Noncommercial — You may not use this work for commercial purposes.
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Abbreviation of Grammatical Terms

adj. ..o adjective
adv....ooiiiii adverb
S feminine
T noun

N/A . Not applicable
0 masculine
o] (P pronoun

0] £=] o J preposition
Pl v plural

SG. rririiiiiiiieas singular

Ve e verb

PEIS .entiieiieieaeanennns person



Technology

The Yoruba Yé Mi textbook provides all the audio files and chapters of the
textbooks in electronic format on the Yoruba Yé Mi website at the following link:

http://www.coerll.utexas.edu/yemi/

The Yoruba Yé Mi textbook is using a new technology that quickly delivers the
audio for this textbook to the reader's camera-enabled cell phone using
programmed quick response (QR) codes. The QR codes are placed in this
textbook with every dialogue, monologue, song, and other texts with audio files.
The following symbols in combination with QR codes indicate a corresponding
audio file on the Yoruba Yé Mi website:

Text (e.g. dialogue or monologue) with audio files

Songs lyrics with audio files

What is a QR code?

A QR code is a type of barcode programmed with information that a camera-
enabled smart phone can read. Originally introduced in Japan in 1994 as a
tracking method for packages, QR codes have evolved into a diverse range of
uses.

How does it work?

By far the best way to read QR codes is to use a smart phone with a barcode
reader app (there are many in the app store or marketplace). But what if you
don’t have a smart phone?

If you don't have a smart phone, you will need at least a phone or a computer
with a camera and an adequate zoom. Take a clear, crisp picture of the QR
code. Then, email or text the picture to x@snpmy.com. You'll get an instant
email or text back.

Once you send or scan the QR code you will get a link for the audio file through
the app, text message, or email on your electronic device. Click the link and it
will take you straight to the audio player on the website.



