
The Center for Open Educational 
Resources & Language Learning (COERLL) 
is one of 16 National Foreign Language 
Resource Centers (LRC's) funded by the 
U.S. Department of Education. These 
centers are tasked with improving the 
teaching and learning of foreign 
languages by producing resources in the 
form of instructional materials and best 
practices.

LRC    focus   areas:
1. Applied linguistic research
2. Teaching materials
3. Language assessment
4. Teacher development
5. Less commonly taught languages
6. K-12 initiatives
7. Outreach and dissemination. 

COERLL’s   Mission
COERLL focuses on Open Educational 
Resources (OER) and Open Educational 
Practices (OEP). OER are teaching and 
learning materials that carry an open 
license that allows you to use and reuse 
them, or even modify and redistribute 
them, at little to no cost.  Traditionally, 
pedagogical materials are created by com-
mercial publishers for teachers and 
students to purchase and consume.  How-
ever, OER allow teachers and students to 
collaborate and share their own user-
generated materials. 

The term OER refers to any activity that 
contributes to the creation, use, and repor-
posing of OER such as combining several 
OERs into a single "mashup" or extending 
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a copyrighted textbook with supple-
mentary OER, and so forth.  In other 
words, OEP are all the creative ways 
teachers and students develop and 
share their open materials to promote 
language learning.

With   OER,   you   can…
• Customize content to meet the 

 specific needs of your students.

• Motivate your students with authentic  
 resources

• Redefine your role – stand back and  
 facilitate students’ exploration

• Enrich your own curriculum with 
 supplements and modules

• Make use of the multimedia rich   
 online landscape 

• Test new tools and platforms

• Find and create current content

• Engage in learning communities with  
 other teachers and students, and even  
 include parents

• Share and be recognized for your work

• Reduce costs of materials

COERLL   Resources   and   Projects
COERLL offers OER in over 15 languages. 
Every grant cycle COERLL partners with 
faculty from all over the U.S. to create new 
open language projects. We invite you to 
use these resources, and make them your 
own!

LINKS:
http://coerll.utexas.edu/coerll/materials
http://coerll.utexas.edu/coerll/projects
http://coerll.utexas.edu/coerll/projects/archive

OER/OEP   training,   and   professional   
development
COERLL hosts webinars and events for 
professional development at the University 
of Texas at Austinto train teachers about 
OER and OEP for language learning. In 
addition, COERLL gives presentations at 
conferences and events across the country 
about how to create foreign language 
OER or how to find existing OER.

LINK:
http://coerll.utexas.edu/coerll/events

How   do    I   know   which   one   is   an   OER?
OER come with a variety of open licenses 
(Creative Commons licenses – CC licenses) 
that allow users to do more than is possi-
ble under normal copyright restriction. For 
example, CC licenses allow users to down-
load, copy, edit, remix, sell, and share 
OER. Materials marked with a CC license 
are automatically considered an OER. 
However, the degree of openness of a 
license may vary. COERLL teaches users 
how to interpret open licenses and how to 
choose the appropriate license for materi-
als (see reverse side).

Sharing   Communities
When people share their open language 
resources with each other, they create a 
community. Being a member of a sharing 
community saves you time and effort by 
teaching you the basics of open educa-
tion. If you are a teacher who wants to 
learn more, we invite you to join COERLL's 
community of practice. After all, learning is 
sharing.



Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 
(CC    BY-NC-SA)
Cannot be distributed commercially. And 
all new works based on the original will 
carry the same license.

Attribution-NoDerivs   (CC    BY-ND)
Can be redistributed as long as it is passed 
along unchanged and in whole.  Content may 
be used for commercial purposes.

Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs    
(CC    BY-NC-ND)
The most restrictive CC license. Allows others to 
download work and share it with others as long 
as they credit the author. However, the original 
work must not be changed or used commer-
cially.

 

 get   cOERLL   email    updates
 http://goo.gl/Gqe483 

COERLL  information    channels

 https://www.facebook.com/COERLL/

 https://www.twitter.com/coerll/

 https://www.youtube.com/user/COERLLUT/

 http://blog.coerll.utexas.edu/

U.S.    Language    Resource    Center    portal
 http://www.nflrc.org 

Center for Open Educational Resources 
and Language Learning
158 W 21st St, Mezes Hall 2.126  
Mail Stop B3500
Austin, TX 78712
Phone: (512) 232-2312    
Email: info@coerll.utexas.edu

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

The    base    license    for    all    licenses    is    CC    BY.    All    CC 
licenses    require   users   to    give    CREDIT    TO    THE    original 
AUTHOR! 

Attribution    (CC    BY)
This is the most accommodating of licenses 
offered. Recommended for maximum dissemi-
nation and use of licensed materials.

Attribution    ShareAlike    (CC    BY-SA)
All new works based on the original will carry 
the same license. This is the license recom-
mended for materials that would benefit 
from incorporating content from similarly 
licensed projects (e.g. Wikipedia). Attribution-
NonCommercial CC BY-NC cannot be 
 distributed commercially

the   CC   licenses
Materials    marked    with    a    CC    license    are    automatically    considered   an   OER.   
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“Licenses and License examples” by “Creative Commons,” available at https://goo.gl/MRvDX3 
under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License (CC BY 4.0)
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0


